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Monthly Meeting  
Wednesday, May 20, 2009, 7 p.m.,  Baldridge 
Hall, Montrose, United Methodist Church, 
South 1st St. and Park Avenue.   
Program: REVEALING ARCHAEOLOGICAL 
SECRETS OF THE UNCOMPAHGRE VALLEY: A 40 
YEAR ODDESSY IN PUBLIC ARCHAEOLOGY 
Presented by Steven G. Baker, MA, RPA and 
Centuries Research, Inc. 

 
In this illustrated program, Steve Baker will 
briefly review many of the most important 
projects completed to date and begin to reveal 
(to the public) some of the best kept 
archaeological secrets of this region.  Included 
in the review will be the historical archaeology 
of the Vanoli Site in Ouray and the Corner 
Saloon in Lake City.  The results of the 
Uncompahgre Valley Ute Project will be 
summarized.  This will include the discovery 
and excavation of Chief OurayΩǎ aƻǳƴǘŀƛƴ 
Home in Ouray (remember no one even had a 
clue that it existed) and his famous ranch at 
Montrose. The extensive research program at 
the Old Los Pinos Ute Agency and associated 
Ute teepee encampments will be briefly 
reviewed along with the findings of the Old 
Wood Calibration Project and its impact on our 
understanding of local Ute prehistory. The little 
known 1765 Juan Rivera Expedition into the 
Uncompahgre Valley will be summarized in 
light of the study of the Rivera Inscription 
Panel.  The search for the missing dead of 

Steve Baker and a team of rock art specialists record the 
ca. 1765 Juan Rivera signature panel in a local canyon 

near Montrose.  This well kept secret is the oldest 

known European inscription in the western U.S. 

outside of the core Spanish Colonial area of New 

Mexico and Arizona. (Photo courtesy of Centuries 

Research, Inc.) 

 

Fort Crawford, the San Bernardo Mine 
assessment, and the archaeology of the Ute 
Memorial Park will also be reviewed in this 
potpourri of information about some of the 
never before told archaeological secrets of the 
region.
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One of the local 
archaeological projects 
which Steve Baker will 
discuss at the meeting 
will be the 2002 
excavation of the Old 
Los Pinos Indian Agency 
at Colona which was 
sponsored by Centuries 
Research, Inc. and the 
Montrose Community 
Foundation. Baker will 
discuss some of the 
surprising findings of 
this work at the meeting 
on May 20th. (Photo 
courtesy of Centuries 
Research, Inc.) 

 
 

 
One of the first public 
archaeology projects undertaken 
by Steven Baker of Centuries 
Research, Inc. was the salvage 
excavation of the Corner Saloon 
in Lake City in 1976. Surprising 
things were learned during the 
course of this project and will be 
discussed at the May Chipeta 
Chapter meeting. (Photo 
Courtesy of Centuries Research, 
Inc.) 
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 ~~providing professional archaeological assistance and consulting~~ 
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